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policy, which is formulated in Paris, will be affected by 
Letourneau's absence. 


Whenever Letourneau is absent from Paris, his position 
there will probably be filled by a secretary of state without 
full responsibility. (C Paris 6029, 1 Apr 52) 


Comment: Letourneau has been one of the strongest French 
supporters Of his country's position in Indochina. This selec- 
tion of a cabinet member to be Minister Resident in Saigon is 
an indication that the French Government is determined to end 
the rumors that it was contemplating a withdrawal. 


Burmese attempt to capture Chinese Nationalist airfield 
reporte 
that the army has asked the Union o urna Airways to transport 
1400 troops from Rangoon to the town of Kengtung in north- 
eastern Burma over a ten-day period beginning 27 March. 


An American official was privately informed that the ob- 
jective of this operation is the capture of the Chinese Nation- 
alist airfield at Mong Hsat, 60 miles southwest of Kengtung. 
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Comment: Previous Burmese military operations against 
the Chinesé Nationalists have been unsuccessful. 





Latest reports indicate that the Nationalists around Mong 
Hisat are well-equipped and far outnumber the Burmese force 
being flown to Kengtung. 


Karens in southeastern Burma planning attack on Moulmein: 
Karen forces in southeastern Burma are reported to be planning 
a 13 April attack on Moulmein, Burma's third largest port. 
These troops, numbering about 9,000 well-equipped men, recently 
received two air-drops of arms. They believe that their arms, 
which have been obtained in Thailand in exchange for tungsten 


ore, originated from American sources and their morale is 
Bigh, Ge 


Comment: Information from other sources indicates that 
this report exaggerates the size of Karen armed forces in 
southeastern Burma. There is no evidence of air-drops in the 
area, and although the trading of tungsten ore for arms by the 
Karens has been reported on a number of occasions, the source 
of these arms has never been detefmined. 
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